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COLEECG TOR Si TEM 
“COLLECTOR’S ITEM,” a term dear to the hearts 


of the compilers of booksellers’ catalogues, is one of the 
most frequently used phrases in the strange jargon of 
“the trade.” Yet it is by no means an exact term. We 
have seen it employed to describe about everything 
from a government report on the agricultural resources 
of Southeastern Utah to one of last season’s detective 
novels. To the collector himself the words have a much 
less broad meaning; a collector’s item to him 1s simply 
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a book he wants to collect. If we were to attempt a 
formal definition, we should say, perhaps rashly, that 
a collector’s item is any book that because of its rarity, 
its literary quality or historical or bibliographical im- 
portance, or by reason of the eminence of its author, 
or the perfection of its printing, or illustrations, or 
binding (or of any combination of these points) has a 
sufficient value in the eyes of a sufficient number of col- 
lectors to create a demand for it equal to, or in excess 
of, the supply. 

Those who wish to pick flaws in this definition are 
welcome to do so. When a more exact description 1s 
forthcoming we shall welcome it with pleasure. In 
whatever way it may be phrased, however, we have a 
feeling that the ideal definition will fit very neatly a 
book the Club plans to publish this spring. In support 
of this broad claim, we summarize some of the “points” 
of this collector’s item in-the-making. It is a first edi- 
tion by an eminent (and collected) author, D. H. 
Lawrence. Another collected (and eminent) author, 
Robinson Jeffers, has written the foreword. The rarity 
factor (important in the making of any real collector's 
item) is assured by the fact that the edition will be only 
300 copies. Finally, it will be produced in the shop of 
Edwin and Robert Grabhorn, which is in itself, and 
without regard to its other points, sufficient to place 
it in the category of genuine collectors’ items. 

The tentative title of this forthcoming publication is 
“Fire and Other Poems.” It will consist of three long 
poems and of seven shorter ones. All are previously un- 
published; although one, “Eagle in New Mexico,” 


seems to be an early form of a poem Lawrence later 
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published, much altered, under the name of “Birds, 
Beasts and Flowers.” Frieda Lawrence in her interest- 
ing “Note on the Poems” states that all were written 
during the author’s later period, after he had gone to 
live in New Mexico. She recalls the place where each 
one was composed and something of the circumstances 
of its writing. The poems are to be printed just as they 
came from his pen, without revision. Mrs. Lawrence 
states that she doesn’t believe their author looked at 
them a second time. She adds: “These poems never 
obtained the final polish, but to me they are not less 
beautiful.” 

In his penetrating and highly interesting foreword, 
Robinson Jeffers makes a valuable contribution to our 
understanding of Lawrence’s stature as a poet, weigh- 
ing the effect, good and bad, on his verse, of his 
“earnestness and missionary zeal, his quest for salva- 
tion, his sacrifice of dignity, his faith in intuition .. . 
his distrust of establishments and institutions, even his 
penetration into the dark corners of psychology. . . .” 
Jeffers continues: “He had many things to say, and 
often they were confused and contradictory, but they 
must be said, they were like burning coals in his mouth. 
No appreciable writer since the author of ‘Pilgrim’s 
Progress’ has been so desperately convinced that the 
world was lost and society contemptible, and that he 
could save them if they would hear him.” 

“Fire and Other Poems,” will be ready in April. 
Three hundred copies will be printed and the price per 
copy will be $3.50. An announcement and order-card 
will follow soon, but members who feel (as we do) that 
it will be in unusual demand may place advance orders 
now. 
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THE PRIME MINISTER WRITES TO 
MR. HARLAND 


Editor’s Note: With this issue the News-Letter inaugurates a new depart- 
ment; one that, it is hoped, will become a regular feature of the quarterly. 
A general and descriptive title of this new venture might very well be: Depart- 
ment of Literary Curiosities. In it the Club proposes to print unusual and 
interesting short pieces bearing in some degree on one phase or another of the 
broad field of literature. The cooperation of members is invited toward making 
it a readable and worth-while feature. They are urged to suggest items for 
future use and in particular to make available suitable material from their 
own collections. Such material should be reasonably short. It should be out- 
of-the-ordinary and have some sort of literary interest; whenever possible, it 
should be of a type that lends itself to facsimile illustration. Unusual letters 
by or about famous authors, or letters on literary topics by other eminent 
persons, will definitely fall within the scope of the department. So will 
curious presentation inscriptions, autograph poems or drawings or marginal 
annotations by literary figures; in short, any curiosity or oddment that is 
interesting either for itself or because of its associations. The letter reproduced 
here is an excellent example of the type of material the Club hopes to present 
in future issues. It is from the collection of Alfred Sutro and is used by bis 
generous permission. 


SOMETIME PRIOR to May 14, 1877, one I. Harland, 
of 4 Regina Road, London, became interested in a 
question of literary style. Quite obviously Mr. Harland 
was a man to whom good English usage was something 
to be taken seriously, for he considered the matter that 
had engaged his interest important enough to justify 
his asking the opinion of one whom he considered an 
authority on the subject. He accordingly sat down and 
wrote a letter to the expert he had chosen, stating his 
problem and requesting help in its solution. The gist of 
his letter (we know nothing of its phrasing) was about 
as follows: 
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Sir: 

I take the liberty to inquire if you approve of the use 
of a certain expression which was sometimes employed 
by the late Mr. Thackeray in his novels and which, I 
have observed, is widely copied by the journalists of 
our own day. The expression to which I refer is this: 
“any time this forty years.” It is my belief that the usage 
is a bad one and I should be interested to learn whether 
or not you agree with me. 


The man to whom Mr. Harland sent his inquiry was 
not, as one might expect, a professor of English, or an 
editor, or even, primarily, a literary man. His very con- 
siderable claim to fame lay in quite another direction, 
for he was William Ewart Gladstone. That Gladstone, 
one of the most distinguished statesmen of his day, a 
former Prime Minister of England and destined soon to 
reassume that office, should have been asked to pass on 
a question of English usage was not, however, so sur- 
prising as might appear. Gladstone had always looked 
on literature as his second profession. He had published 
his “Studies in the Homeric Age” in 1858 and his 
“Juventus mund1” as recently as 1869. Moreover, fol- 
lowing the fall of his ministry in 1874 he had an- 
nounced his permanent withdrawal from politics in 
order to continue his study of the classics. Of course at 
the time he received Mr. Harland’s letter neither he 
nor his correspondent foresaw that Gladstone’s historic 
rivalry with Disraelt (who also alternated literature with 
politics) would presently put him again in the Prime 
Minister’s chair and keep him there for another thir- 
teen years. 
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Thus it was that when Mr. Harland’s inquiry reached 
him in May of 1877, Gladstone believed that his public 
life was behind him and that his interests hencefor- 
ward were to be permanently centered on literature. A 
letter asking his opinion on a point of style was, there- 
fore, not less appropriate than, three years earlier, would 
have been one touching on some phase of the national 
welfare. It is reasonable to assume that Gladstone not 
only considered the question a proper one to be put to 
a literary man, but that the question itself interested 
him. It seems obvious that he did not consider Mr. 
Harland, of Regina Road, altogether a crank, or the 
matter that was disturbing him too trivial to claim the 
attention of a busy man. So, instead of tossing his cor- 
respondent’s inquiry aside, we may picture the great 
man reading it with attention, then taking up a sheet 
of his small, white notepaper, dashing off an answer in 
a bold but not very legible hand, and dispatching it to 
Mr. Harland in a matching envelope which he per- 
sonally addressed. 

This much we know beyond question, for Glad- 
stone’s letter and its envelope still exist. Both are here 
reproduced in facsimile. 

For the benefit of those who cannot easily decipher 
Gladstone’s uneven hand—he was sixty-eight when he 
wrote the note—we print it here: 


Sit: 
With all respect for the authority of Mr. Thackeray 
I think as you do that the usage is a loose one & not to 
be encouraged. 
Yours faithfully, 
May 14. 77 Wm. Gladstone 
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Facsimile of the Gladstone Letter 
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We have no means of knowing how Mr. Harland felt 
when he got this reply to his question, but our guess is 
that he was delighted. He carefully preserved both 
Gladstone’s note and its envelope. No doubt he proved 
willing, without too much persuasion, to show it to his 
friends. Perhaps he now and then used it to drive home 
his theory that the journalists of his day were a careless 
lot, given to manhandling the King’s English. On the 
inner side of the folded sheet he set down, in his neat 


hand, the following: 


Memdm: 

The question asked was whether he approved of the 
use of such expressions as “any time this 40 years,” such 
being largely used by W. M. Thackeray in his novels 


& now much imitated by journalists. inl 


Having done this, Mr. Harland finished up by mak- 
ing a bold stroke of the pen beneath his initials, I. H. 
Somehow after seven decades and more, that conclud- 
ing triumphant dash seems the most expressive thing 
about the entire letter. It puts a final self-approving 
period to an episode that could not but have brought 
pleasure to its originator. 

In 1877 it was no small thing to have one’s opinion 
endorsed by William Ewart Gladstone. 





A CHECK-LIST OF “LEAF BOOKS” 
Compiled by M. S. Slocum 
IN THIS YEAR 1940, when the five hundredth an- 
niversary of the invention of European printing 1s being 


widely observed, the following check-list of “leaf books” 
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has an especial interest. For the leaves contained in the 
books listed below are, with few exceptions, from works 
of outstanding importance in the history of printing, 
milestones in the evolution of the art preservative of 
the arts. 

In compiling this list for the “News-Letter,” Mr. 
Slocum has included only bound books published for 
sale; he has not listed privately printed items, pamph- 
lets or folders, or individual leaves or collections of 
leaves. For the purpose of this listing, therefore, a “leaf 
book” may be defined as a bound volume containing a 
leaf from another book, with a text descriptive of the 
eatlier volume or of its printer. 

The compiler makes no claim that the following list is 
complete. He will appreciate having omissions brought 
to his attention, as well as information concerning forth- 
coming leaf books. 

In passing it might be pointed out that books of this 
type have a definite appeal to collectors and that they 
serve a valuable purpose. For they permit persons of 
moderate means to own authentic examples of the work 
of the great printers of the past, single pages of famous 
books that would be far beyond their reach if they were 
available only as complete volumes. The criticism some- 
times levelled against this practise, that the use of 
leaves for this purpose involves the breaking up of rare 
old books, has little basis in fact. There is a practical 
reason for this: complete copies of genuinely rare old 
books are always worth more than the sum of their 
parts. To break up such volumes and sell the individual 
leaves would not only be vandalism; it would also be 
bad business—and vandals are seldom philanthropists. 


10 


1390 
1455 
1460 
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1480 
1482 
1482 


1482 
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162.3— 
1685 
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1745 
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1947 
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“LEAF” BOOKS 
Gothic Manuscript “Collectar.” Essay by H. C. Schulz. San Fran- 
cisco: David Magee, 1939. 71 copies. 
“Gutenberg Bible.” Essay by A. Edward Newton. New York: 
Gabriel Wells, rgzr. 
Gutenberg “The Catholicon.” Essay by Margaret B. Stillwell. 
New York: Brick Row Book Shop, 1936. 
Peter Schoefer. “Constitution of Clement.” Essay by Pierce Butler. 
New York: Pynson Printers, 1939. 
Nicolas Jenson. Plutarch “Vit Parallele Ilustrium Virorum.” 
Essay by Henry L. Bullen. San Francisco: John Henry Nash, 1926. 
207 copies. 
(circa) Book of Hours. Essay by H. C. Schultz. San Francisco: 
David Magee, 1938. 120 copies. 
Caxton “Polycronicon.” Essay by Benjamin F. Kurtz. San Fran- 
cisco: The Book Club of California, 1938. 297 copies. 
Caxton “Polycronicon.” Essay by George Parker Winship. New 
York: Brick Row Book Shop, 1938. 
Caxton “Polycronicon.” William H. Robinson, Ltd., London. 
“Nuremberg Chronicle.” Essay by Henry L. Bullen. San Fran- 
cisco: The Book Club of California, 1929. 300 copies. 
Aldus Pius Manutius. “Hypnetotomachia Poliphili.” Essay by 
Theodore L. DeVinne. San Francisco: The Book Club of Cali- 
fornia, 1924. 194 copies. 
Barclay “The Ship of Fools.” Essay by James D. Hart. San Fran- 
cisco: David Magee, 1938. 250 copies. 
“A Leaf From the 1611 King James Bible.” Essay by John Living- 
ston Lowes. San Francisco: The Book Club of California, 1937. 
300 copies. 
Shakespeare Folios. Essay by E. E. Willoughby. San Francisco: 
David Magee, 1935. 75 copies. 
Eliot Bible. Essay by George Parker Winship. Boston: Good- 
speed’s, 1929. 157 copies. 
Addison and Steele. “The Spectator.” Essay by Eric Partridge. 
San Francisco: The Book Club of California, 1939. 455 Copies. 
Benjamin Franklin. “Church of Scotland Prayer Book.” Essay by 
Carl Van Doren. San Francisco: The Book Club of California, 
1939. 250 copies. Facsimile of Franklin’s “Cato’s Moral Distichs.” 
Aiken Bible. “The Bible of the Revolution.” Essay by Robert R. 
Dearden, Jr. San Francisco: John Howell, 1 930. 580 copies. 
Burns “Poems.” Glasgow: John Smith & Son, 1927. 
Doves Press. Essay by Alfred W. Pollard. San Francisco: John 
Henry Nash, 1929. 339 copies. 
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ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP 
THE FOLLOWING new members have been elected 


since the publication of the December “News-Letter:” 


Name Spons or 
Paul A. Bennett Brooklyn, N. Y. Oscar Lewis 
W. G. Boryles, Jr. Dallas, Texas Oscar Lewis 
George W. Bunn, Jr. Springfield, II. Oscar Lewis 
William H. Hitchings San Francisco, Cal. Albert M. Bender 
Frank Schwabacher, Jr. San Mateo, Cal. Frank Schwabacher 


Enclosed with this issue of the quarterly, members 
will find a folder outlining the Club’s aims and activi- 
ties, and a membership application card. The Club will 
be grateful if each member will, as opportunity pre- 
sents itself, pass this material on to some collector 
likely to be interested in sharing our activities. The roll 
now contains about forty vacancies; if present members 
will put the folder and card to the use suggested above, 
these can and will be promptly filled. 





PXUVOR ERS bali PAGE 


LATE IN FEBRUARY members received Number 
One of the Club’s seventh annual series of keepsakes, 
“Pacific Adventures.” This was “The King of Cali- 
fornia,” an account (admirably printed in 18th century 
manner by The Archetype Press) of Sir Francis Drake’s 
historic visit to this coast, reprinted from a compilation 
of early explorations entitled “A Curious Collection of 
Voyages Selected from The Writers of All Nations,” 
published in London in 1761. The pamphlet contains 
an excellent foreword by Earle V. Weller, general editor 
of the series. 
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This series of personal narratives of exploration on 
the Pacific will be carried forward by the publication 
about April 15 of Number Two, to contain the chapter 
relating to California from George Shelvocke’s cele- 
brated “A Voyage Round the World by Way of the 
Great South Sea,” first published in London in 1726. 
“Shelvocke,” states Robert E. Cowan, “has the fullest 
accounts of California, the natives and other features, 
of any of the old voyagers.” The pamphlet will be de- 
signed and printed by The Grabhorn Press. The sub- 
jects and printers of the other four parts will be an- 
nounced as arrangements are completed. 

Each of the six parts of “Pacific Adventures” will be 
limited to 650 copies. A complete set will be supplied, 
without charge, to every member. In addition, a lim- 
ited number of duplicate sets will be available (to mem- 
bers only) at $5.00 per set. Slipcases for the series are 
now being completed; they should be ready for delivery 
by the time this number of the “News-Letter” reaches 
the members. Orders for more than a hundred cases are 
already on hand, with additional orders arriving daily. 
The cases are supplied to members at cost; viz.: $2.00 
for all-cloth covering and $3.00 for cloth with morocco 


back. 
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* * * The eighteenth annual exposition of the Fifty Books of the 
Year, sponsored by The American Institute of Graphic Arts and 
covering the year 1939, was recently on display at the San Francisco 
Public Library. Twelve of the fifty books included were produced 
by California designers and printers: three by The Grabhorn Press, 
two each by The Colt Press and The Ward Ritchie Press, one each 
by The San Pasqual Press, Stanford University, Taylor & Taylor, 
The Times-Mirror and the University of California. 


